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THE BIG U.S. TRUCK MARKET 

ANNCR: 

THE U.S. TRUCK MARKET HAS A RELATIVELY LOW VISIBILITY 
AS COMPARED TO AUTOMOBILES, BUT TRUCK SALES THIS YEAR ARE VERY 
IMPRESSIVE. VOA BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG 
HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT: 
VOICE: 

IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1978 MORE THAN TIVIO-MILLTION 
TRUCKS WERE SOLD IN THE UNITED STATES. AND THE OUTLOOK IS 
FOR PURCHASES IN THE YEAR'S SECOND HALF TO BE EQUAL OR BETTER. 
THE TOTAL OUTLAY FOR TRUCKS AND ACCESSARIES IN THE U.S. MARKET-- 
LIGHT, MEDIUM-AND HEAVY DUTY MODELS -- COULD EXCEED TWENTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS IN 1978 

LIGHT-DUTY TRUCKS, WHICH CARRY PEOPLE AS WELL AS GOODS, 
ARE THE LARGEST PORTION OF THE TOTAL TRUCK MARKET. FORD ALONE 
SOLD MORE THAN FIVE-HUNDRED THOUSAND OF ITS PICKUP MODELS 
FROM JANUARY THROUGH JUNE. WHAT'S THE ATTRACTION? 

TODAY'S WIDE PICKUP TRUCKS STILL HAUL DIVERSE ITEMS SUCH 
AS LUMBER AND CHICKEN FEED. BUT THEY ALSO CARRY CAMPING 
EQUIPMENT, BOATS, MOTORCYCLES. MEN AND WOMEN DRIVE PICKUPS 
TO THEIR JOBS AT THE FACTORY, TO THE GROCERY STORE, AND TO 
DANCE AND OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS. THE MAJORITY OF THE PICKUP 
OVINERS THESE DAYS ARE YOUNG PEOPLE, UNDER THIRTY-FIVE. THE 
VEHICLES SEEMING LACK OF PRETENSE FITS THE SEVENTIES! 
LIFESTYLE. 

AT THE HEAVIER-DUTY END OF THE TRUCK MARKET THERE ARE A 
VARIETY OF MODELS -- UTILITY VEHICLES, FOUR-WHEEL-DRIVE 


MODELS, VANS, BIG DIESEL-POVWERED HEAVY-DUTIES SELLING FOR 
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FIFTY-THOUSAND DOLLARS. THESE STRICTLY FOR WORK TRUCKS ARE 
CLOSELY TIED TO THE U.S. ECONOMY. TRUCKS ARE A CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT FOR BUSINESS. AND NOW, WITH RISING COSTS TO OPERATE 
THEM, BUSINESS IS STRIVING FOR MAXIMUM OPERATING EFFICIENCY 
AND PROFITABILITY IN TRANSPORTATION, THIS MEANS A BIG POTENTIAL 
FEW NEW TRUCK SALES. 

AND A NUMBER OF TRUCK BUILDERS COMPETE INTENSELY IN THE 
U.S. MARKET. FORD, CHRYSLER, GENERAL MOTORS, AMERICAN 
MOTORS, INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER, MACK AND PACCAR ARE THE 
LARGEST DOMESTIC TRUCK SUPPLIERS. ALSO, A NUMBER OF FOREIGN 
TRUCKMAKERS SELL THEIR VEHICLES AIN AMERICA, JAPAN'S TOYOTA 
AND DATSUN ALONE ACCOUNT FOR ABOUT TWO-HUNDRED THOUSAND 
LIGHT-TRUCK SALES ANNUALLY. WEST GERMANY'S DAIMLER-BENZ 
COMPETES IN THE HEAVY DUTY LINE, AS DOES SWEDEN'S VOLVO. 
ANDO NOW, THE ITALIAN TO CROWD THE FIELD FURTHER, THE ITALIAN - 
GERMAN-FRENCH COMBINE IVECO TRUCK IS ENTERING THE U.S. MARKET. 
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